INTRODUCTORY LETTER

Dear [Institution Contact],

I am writing to bring to your attention the Fulbright Specialist Program, which might be of interest to [higher education institutions as well as education focused institutions in your country/ your institution]. The program, which is funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, serves to promote the international engagement of academic scholarship and build linkages between U.S. and overseas eligible institutions. Through this program, U.S. scholars and professionals undertake short-term collaborative projects with their counterparts at higher education institutions as well as non-academic institutions whose primary goals include, but are not limited to, education focused programming, the expansion of partnerships between universities and specialized institutions, or the promotion of international and cross-institutional cooperation in eligible countries. The goals of the Fulbright Specialists Program (FSP) are:

        To increase the participation of leading U.S. scholars and professionals in Fulbright academic exchanges

        To encourage new activities that go beyond the traditional Fulbright activities of lecturing and research, and

        To promote increased connections between higher education institutions in the U.S. and other countries

The Fulbright Specialist Program(FSP) focuses on strengthening and supporting the development needs of higher education institutions  and non-academic institutions, whose primary goals include, but are not limited to, education focused programming, the expansion of partnerships between universities and specialized institutions, or the promotion of international and cross-institutional cooperation. Project activities may include teacher training, short-term lecturing, participating in seminars, special conferences or workshops as well as collaborating on curriculum planning, institutional and/or faculty development.  Clinical medical research and related projects involving patient contact along with personal research are not allowed.

A roster of specialists with extensive expertise in STEM education, social science and humanities disciplines is maintained by the Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES). Specialists candidates may then be matched with approved project requests developed by higher education institutions overseas. A full listing of the available disciplines and specializations may be found on http://www.cies.org/specialists/#discipline.

Overseas, the local Fulbright organization (which is either a bi-national Fulbright Commission or the Cultural/Public Affairs Office of the local U.S. Embassy, depending on the country) manages the project request submission process. Eligible institutions may submit a project request for a scholar through their local Fulbright agency. The request may indicate a preferred U.S. scholar, or the potential host institution may submit an open request for someone who matches specified criteria. All eligible scholars must be admitted to the Fulbright  Specialist Roster before being able to complete a project request. A flyer that summarizes the project development process can be found at http://www.cies.org/Fulbrightagency_files/FSP/Specialist_HostInstitution_flyer.pdf.

[In this section you may introduce yourself, provide a summary of your previous participation and how you may be of value to the institution(s) of interest]

The specialist’s international travel costs and a post-project honorarium are paid by the U.S. Department of State, through the management of CIES. The host institution pays for or provides in-country transportation, accommodation and meals, which may be provided in the form of in-kind services.

If you could share this information with [faculty members/higher education institutions in your country/ institutions affiliated with your organization] it would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your willingness to consider the Fulbright Specialist Program. Please do not hesitate to contact me if additional information is required.

Regards,

[Your Signature]
