
Share your Fulbright Scholar experience with the world! Help potential scholars and 
hosts understand the Fulbright Scholar experience by telling your story. The Council for 
International Exchange of Scholars (CIES) publishes various publications including printed 
and online scholar stories highlighting Fulbright Scholars. Please send scholar stories and 
photos electronically or in hard copy to External Relations at outreach@cies.iie.org or  
3007 Tilden Street NW, Suite 5L, Washington, DC 20008. For more information, call 
202.686.7869. CIES reserves the right to edit stories and photos for publication.

	 Tips for Writing Your Fulbright Scholar Story

Talk about your Fulbright Scholar experience using examples of specific moments that 
you felt were meaningful.
•	 What were your expectations prior to your grant? Were you surprised by any of your 

experiences?

•	 Were there specific conversations or people that made a particularly strong impact on you?

•	 Include your cultural and personal experiences along with your academic pursuits.

Convey the impact your project had on you and your community abroad and at home.
•	 How have you changed other people’s lives? How have they changed yours both 

professionally and personally?

•	 What have you done/are doing/will continue to do in terms of Fulbright’s mission of mutual 
understanding and cultural exchange?

•	 What impact has your project had on your family?

Remember, this is not a technical journal.
•	 Write in a style that is accessible to the readers by avoiding jargon and references familiar 

only to those in your field.

Give tips and advice to other potential scholars.
•	 How did you prepare for your Fulbright experience? In retrospect, was there something that 

you could have done to make your experience better?

•	 What did your hosts do that was helpful in making the Fulbright experience mutually 
beneficial?

Please include: 
•	 Your name, title, home institution, city, state

•	 Discipline

•	 Grant type (Lecturing, Research, or Lecturing/Research): Project title

•	 Host institution name, city, country

•	 Grant start and end dates

Africa, Sub-Saharan

Lisa Lopez Levers, Botswana
www.cies.org/stories/s_llevers.htm

Central and South Asia

Russell Kleinbach, Kyrgyz Republic
www.cies.org/stories/s_rkleinbach.htm

East Asia and the Pacific

Kenny Fries, Japan
www.cies.org/stories/s_kfries.htm

Europe

Lemuel Watson, Belarus
www.cies.org/stories/s_lwatson.htm

Middle East and North Africa

Kate Seelye, Israel
www.cies.org/stories/s_kseelye.htm

Western Hemisphere

Irasema Coronado, Mexico
www.cies.org/stories/s_icoronado.htm

Visit www.cies.org/stories for more examples  
of Fulbright Scholar stories.

Share your Fulbright 
Scholar experience

The Fulbright Program is sponsored by the United States Department of State, Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs. Financial support is provided by an annual appropriation from Congress to the Department 
of State and by participating governments and by host institutions in the United States and abroad.  
The presidentially appointed J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board formulates policy guidelines and 
makes the final selection of all grantees. CIES is a division of the Institute of International Education (IIE). 


