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•	 The traditional Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program, established in 
1946, sends more than 800 U.S. faculty and professionals each 
year to lecture or research in other countries. Grants typically 
last from two months to a full academic year, and are available 
in more than 130 countries.

•	 Grantees come from more than 500 colleges and universities 
and public and private agencies in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

•	 Fulbright grantees include scholars with international 
reputations; community college faculty; adjunct and retired 
faculty; academic administrators; independent scholars; artists, 
lawyers, journalists, research scientists and other professionals.

•	 Scholars from different ethnic backgrounds participate in 
the Fulbright Scholar Program in approximately the same 
proportions as they are represented in American academe.  In 
2008-09, 6.9% of U.S. Fulbright Scholars who completed the 

voluntary race/ethnicity survey identified themselves as African-
American, and 8.1% identified themselves as Hispanic.

•	 The gender breakdown for 2008-09 U.S. Fulbright Scholars is 
59% male and 41% female.

•	 A recent addition to Fulbright Scholar Programs, the Fulbright 
Specialists Program provides short-term academic 
opportunities for US scholars. Grants last from two to six weeks, 
and allow grantees to mentor faculty or develop curriculum, 
or to lecture. This program has nearly tripled in size since its 
introduction. In 2008, more than 300 grants were awarded for 
activities in nearly 100 countries.

•	 Other programs offering a range of activities as part of      
Fulbright Scholar Programs are the Distinguished 
Chairs Program, New Century Scholars and the 
International Education Administrators Seminars 
in Germany, Japan and Korea.
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